Our current CD review features musicians with very different styles. Nevertheless, these three artists—
two of them Atlanta-bred—have much in common: All are young, fearless and incredibly innovative.

Sean Costello (Tonecool/Artemis Records)

Sean Costello is i 19605 soul singer trapped in the body of a 25-year-old white man. This Adanta
resident has the voice of an old timer, blending R&B and blues te make a mixwre that is as intoxicating as it is
masterful. On his new album, Costello’s choice of cover songs says a lot about him, There is Al Green’s “'m A Ram™
and Johnny “Guitar” Watson's “| Get A Feeling," both delivered with verve and confidence. just to keep you on your
toes, there's his version of Bob Dylan's “Simple Twist Of Fate” which fits in just fine. Considered primarily a
guitarist—and a very good one—Caostello states:“Right now, I'm more interested in writing songs and singing them,
and playing with a really cool band”" Indeed, his own songs here are a good sign of things to come, and will help
Costello avoid being pigeon-holed as just another young upstart bluesman with a penchant for regression. He avoids
the pitfalls of showing off, letting his talent and the songs speak for themselves, The company he keeps isnt too
shabby either, having played in the past with the lilkes of Buddy Guy, B.B.King, and Bo Didley. On this album, he is joined by Levon Helm (from the Band)
and members of the gospel-tinged Ollabelle. On the opening track, “Mo Half-Steppin’,” which he wrote, Costello sings:“I've come so far / I've got to keep
pushing all the time / Don't write me off / I've got such a long, long way to go

Other worthy releases: Robbers On High Street —Tree City (brash, youthful rock & rell, reminiscent of the sixties.); Chiara Civello—Last
Quarter Moon (jazzy debut from ltalian singer and pianist, all original compesitions); John Hammond—In Your Arms Agoin (the blues master is
bacl, sharp as ever); Ali Farka Toure—Red & Green (long-awaited re-issues from the revered Malian musician); Various Artists—The Spanish
Recordings, Basque Country, The Alan Lomax Collection: (indigenous folk at its best).
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